
Addendum 2 
 
 CONTEXT:  
 

What Is Keep It Cool: Climate Change Education (KIC:CCE) Project 
 

The KIC:CCE project’s overall objective is to utilise the education sector as a strategic 

resource in South Africa’s transition towards a more climate resilient society. 

 

Project Specific Objective 

100 secondary schools in KZN, Eastern Cape and Limpopo will be supported by multiple 

actors at national, provincial and district level in implementing of innovative, curriculum-aligned 

CCE projects that actively involve learners and their surrounding communities to become more 

resilient in adapting and mitigating against the effects of climate change. 

 

4 Key Results 

 

Result 1:   

At national level, multiple key actors (DEA, DBE, HEIs, parastatals and NGO partners) 

address CCE in education policy, guidelines and materials 

 
Result 2:   
At local level (province / district), multiple key actors (DEFF, DBE, HEI’s and other 
stakeholders) collaborate to overcome the fragmentation of knowledge, policy and practice  

  
Result 3:   
At secondary school level, teachers – with the support of school leaders – implement 
innovative, curriculum-aligned CCE projects, involving students and communities. 

 
Result 4:  
Selected HEIs conduct process tracing on teacher professional development and  
implemented CCE projects and disseminate findings at national and local levels. 
 
The project also includes a communication strategy that promotes the exchange of knowledge 

and collaboration amongst the stakeholders; raises awareness and creates support for CCE 

and for the project beyond its immediate scope.  

 
  

 

Why: The Purpose of The KIC:CCE Project 

 

The effects and impact of climate change have become increasingly real: deaths, injuries, 

floods, droughts, typhoons, hurricanes, heatwaves, extreme and erratic weather patterns, food 

insecurity, water insecurity, property destruction and more, with increasingly destructive and 

lethal consequences that are too close to home to ignore. 

 

Climate change is no longer an abstract, academic concept that is discussed by scientists and 

politicians at private conference rooms in Davos and Paris. 

 

Climate change is a reality and South Africa is especially susceptible to its impacts given its 

status as a dryland country and its high per capita carbon emissions.  



 

The role of education in addressing the challenges of climate change is increasingly 

recognised. It gives children and young people the knowledge and skills to make informed 

decisions about how to adapt individual lives and ecological, social or economic systems in a 

changing environment.   

 

Who Is Involved In The KIC:CCE Project? 

VVOB and GreenMatter in partnership with Fundisa for Change are the implementing partners 

of KIC:CCE. All partners have an interest in Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) 

and specifically climate change education as well as in the professional development of 

teachers and school leaders; and supporting governmental partners to transition South Africa 

to a more climate resilient society.  

 

The KIC:CCE project brings together multiple actors from the side of the government: 

• The Department of Environmental Forestry and Fisheries (DEFF)  

• The Department of Basic Education (DBE)  

• The Department of Higher Education and Training (DHET)  

• Relevant parastatal entities – the South African Council for Educators (SACE) 

• HEIs and academia – specifically the university members of Fundisa for Change and the 

KIC:CCE partners- Rhodes University, UKZN, Unizulu, Fort Hare University, University of 

Venda 

• Civil society – with special attention for the teachers’ unions and climate change 

organisations 

• 100 School principals, SGBs, SMTs and 200 teachers 

• More than 6000 learners and their families and communities 

 

Audiences, User Groups and Fora 

The target audiences for support: 

• More than 6,000 learners (and their communities) in 100 secondary schools in the EC, 

KZN and Limpopo 

• An unknown number of people in the broader school-communities (20 communities in 

each of 5 districts, in 3 provinces), reached through CCE projects. 

• District events with HEIs, school and district-based educators, members of school 

governing bodies, community, environmental civil society organisations, and private sector 

• The donor staff and its stakeholders 

• VVOB, GreenMatter and Fundisa for Change staff and stakeholder 

 

The Direct Target Groups of the KIC:CCE project include: 

• The relevant national level ministerial officials from DEFF, and DBE 

• Nine DEFF provincial officials meeting regularly in the Environment Education Forum 

• Teacher educators from the education faculties, and climate change / environmental 

science faculties of the 5 participating universities 

• 200 teachers of 100 schools in the 3 provinces  

• 100 members of the school management teams (SMTs) 

• 100 members of the school governing bodies (SGBs) 

• Members of the communities in each school area in each of the provinces; especially 

vulnerable groups in the communities. 

 

 

 



Where  

The project will be implemented in 3 provinces: 

• KZN: University of KwaZulu Natal and University of Zululand will each implement the 

project in 20 schools in each surrounding district  

• Eastern Cape: University of Fort Hare and Rhodes University will each implement the 

project in 20 schools in each surrounding district  

• Limpopo: University of Venda will implement the project in 20 schools in the surrounding 

district  

 

When  

The project will be implemented from September 2019 Until August 2022  

 

How 

The project activities include: 

• Training and Professional Development and support of 200 teachers in 100 schools 

• Support for the implementation of 100 curriculum aligned, community-based climate 

change education projects  

• Support for principals, SGBs and SMTs 

• Curriculum materials review and development 

• Research and tracing of the project activities and progress 

• High level engagement and advocacy for CCE at district, provincial and national levels 

 

The KIC project uses the following methodologies: 

• Curriculum aligned project-based learning 

• Professional Learning Communities (PLCs) 

• The LORET Methodology (Locally relevant themes) 

 

Outcomes 

The ultimate outcome of the KIC project is the co-ordination of policies, practice and 

knowledge of Climate Change Education so that the South African education sector can be 

optimised as a strategic resource for climate changed education for a more climate resilient 

South Africa beyond the 100 schools, 200 teachers, 6000 learners and their communities in 

3 provinces. 

To achieve this, KIC-CCE wishes to engage the services of a provider/s in each region, that 

will stimulate the uptake of PLCs through ongoing support, engagement and monitoring of 

KIC-CCE PLCs.  These service providers may also be required to share best practice with 

each other and the team, during the period of contract, to contribute to the learning and 

research outcomes of the KIC-CCE project around the CPD methodology of PLCs. 

 


